	The "ST NEWS" International Christmas Coding Convention 1990 DVD

"The Director's Cut"

 I shall always remember the days leading the Christmas 1990 as some of the coolest in my life. For a few days I was surrounded by the crème of the crème of the Atari ST scene. Me, if push comes to shove, a mere scroll text writer and general scribbler of more or less unusual non-sense. At the time I was an employee of Thalion software, but even day-to-day work among the likes of Mad Max, TNT Crew, Nic, Manikin and ES hadn’t prepared me for the friendly atmosphere and the sheer talent on display all around.

 The whole idea had probably started around a year earlier, probably to the general bemusement of both Stefan “Digital Insanity of The Lost Boys” Posthuma and myself. Little did we realise that we were going to pull off the ambitious task of basically getting just about everybody who was somebody in the same place at the same time.

 More or less as an afterthought, Stefan borrowed the video camera that we’d used on earlier occasions to make decidedly silly videos with (most notably the “ST NEWS” Home Vid’ of May 1989, now mainly a source of embarrassment). The resulting footage, together with material shot by Andreas “Ilja of L16” Franz and a few snippets of TCB home-taped video, eventually made it onto the rather shoddily packaged and equally clumsily edited “STNICCC 1990 Vid’”, released on VHS in a quantity of about 15. Even the basic video was supposed to have been much better than the way it turned out in the end. We had wanted to do proper titling, for starters, but the required equipment was unavailable during the few weekends that we had alotted. A pretty good concept simply hadn’t come to full fruition.

 With the advent of the digital age, and the gradual purchase of various prerequisitite bits and bobs by yours truly, the originally envisaged concept became a realistic option again – almost exactly 13 years after the original.

 So here it is, finally, the video – DVD – such as it was originally intended: Truly “The Director’s Cut”. Back in those days it would have been too prohibitively expensive. Now it was just a matter of converting the VHS tape to huge (nearly 24 Gb) AVI files, a function readily performed by a digitale video camera. Second, all that was needed was pretty capable video editing and DVD authoring software (Pinnacle “Studio 9”). These days, the digital video realm can be readily roamed even by those without a fortune to their names.

 Despite these digital gadgets, proper titling and colour correction, I am happy to say the original atmosphere is still there. Although my wife lost all but the last shreds of her sanity while I was editing certain passages (the “Ultimate Burper” scene comes to mind), to me it was a trip down memory lane. A trip to a time when 1 Mhz was fast enough, when it was damn near impossible to fill up your hard disk (all 20-30 Mb of it!), when 320x200 pixels were sufficient, and when even the hugest programs were a maximum of a few megabytes in size. I will always remember those times because of the great people who formed the heart and soul of the Atari ST scene. This DVD is dedicated to you all.

 Enjoy!

Richard Karsmakers
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"The Director's Cut"
The Chronology

Convention footage recorded 20-24 December 1990

TCB Home Vid' recorded earlier in 1990

Sketches conceived and taped 22-23 February 1991

Analog Editing 3 & 16 March 1991

VHS to digital transfer 16-17 January 2004

Digital editing, post-production and fine-tuning 1 February - 3 April 2004

Final DVD authoring & mastering 3 April 2004

The Scene Index

1. Start & Titles

2. Introductions

3. It Begins

4. Mass Movement

5. General Craziness

6. Dinner Time

7. Dusk’s Embrace

8. More Insanity

9. The Bittner Rap

10. More Inaneness

11. Night in Oss

12. Last of Days

13. Competitions

14. Praised be S.P.

15. End Titles

16. TCB Home Vid’

17. The Hidden Vid’


The Apologies

Some of what’s on this DVD may be insulting to some people. Some of the bits that we considered ‘funny’ at the time aren’t really all that funny, sometimes probably plain insulting. Please believe that it was all done with the most harmless of intentions. In particular some of the French attendants seem to have been the butt of a few jokes too many. It might help to imagine that maybe we were just feeling really insecure ourselves.
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